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Principles on Disagreeing

Questions to Ask When Deciding on Debatable Issues

1. Accept those who disagree with you (Romans 14:1-2)

1. Does it violate Scripture? (John 14:15; 1 John 2:3)

2. If you have freedom of conscience don’t look down on those
who don’t (Romans 14:3-4)

2. Does it violate the laws or rules of those in authority over me?
(Romans 13:1; Ephesians 6:1)

3. If your conscience restricts you, don’t be judgmental toward
those who have freedom (Romans 14:3-4)

3. Does it do harm to my mind or body? (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
4. Does it control me and/or my actions? (1 Corinthians 6:12)

4. Be fully convinced of your position in your own conscience
(Romans 14:5)
5. Assume others are partaking or abstaining for the glory of God
(Romans 14:6-9)
6. Don’t judge others in these things because we will all stand before God’s judgment seat (Romans 14:10-12)
7. Don’t let your freedom cause others to stumble (Romans 14:1315)
8. Disagreements about debatable things aren’t important in the
kingdom of God; building each other up in righteousness,
peace, and joy is the important thing (Romans 14:16-21)

5. Is it motivated by something other than God’s love for others?
(1 Corinthians 10:24)
6. Does it go against my conscience? (Romans 14:5; 1 Corinthians
8:7; 1 John 3:19-21)
7. Does it glorify someone other than God? (1 Corinthians 6:20;
10:31)
8. Will this be a hindrance to non-Christians around me? Does it
hurt my witness to them? (Matthew 5:16; 1 Corinthians 10:3233; Colossians 4:5)
9. Will it offend or cause other Christians to stumble and sin?
(Romans 14:21-23; 1 Corinthians 8:9; 10:23-32)

9. If you have freedom, don’t flaunt it; if you’re conscience restricts you, don’t expect others to do the same (Romans 14:22)

10. Will this hinder my own spiritual growth? (Hebrews 12:1)

10. Live according to your conscience and be blessed (Romans
14:22-23)

11. Is there a better use of my time and/or resources? (Psalm
90:12; Ephesians 5:15-16)

11. Follow Christ’s example and put others first (Romans 15:1-3)

12. Could this be done in Christ’s name? Can I imagine Jesus doing
this? Would I want to be found doing this when Jesus returns?
(Colossians 3:17; 1 John 2:6; 2:28)

12. Bring glory to God by accepting others as Christ has accepted
you (Romans 15:5-7)

